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A Comparative Study of Two Chinese Versions of The Spirit of the

Chinese People from the Perspective of Reception Aesthetics

KWR  RERKZE-RHLKRZE

Abstract: Reception aesthetics, as a theory for literary research, is a breakthrough in
previous text-centered theories. It introduces core concepts represented by horizon of
expectations and fusion of horizons. Therefore, the theory has influential enlightenment
to translation studies. This thesis attempts to conduct a comparative research of two
Chinese versions of The Spirit of the Chinese People from the perspective of reception
aesthetics. Via delving into the evolution of the theory, its core concepts as well as its
value to translation, a comparative study is made concerning readers’ consideration,
translation styles, pre-translation researches, diction, and footnotes. In addition,
specific examples are given to show how the two versions embody the horizon of
expectations and fusion of horizons. The ultimate aim is to analyze the responsibility
of a translator and the significance of reader’s role in translation activity.

Key words : reception aesthetics; The Spirit of the Chinese People; fusion of
horizons; horizon of expectations
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Translation Issues in Bilingual Children’s Picture Books

BIFME  ERIEKE
Abstract: Bilingual children’s picture books make definite contributions to language
acquisition. As one component of bilingual books, the quality of translation is critical
to the success of a book. While good translation in bilingual books represents a bridge
between two languages, poor translation disrupts comprehension and lessens the
educational value of the literature. Few studies have referred to translation issues in



bilingual children’s picture books and even fewer have specifically focused on
English/Chinese bilingual books. In this colloquium, the presenter will discuss the
benefits of two languages in bilingual children’s picture books. Then the presenter will
provide an overview of translation issues in bilingual children’s picture books. Finally,
the presenter will talk about Chinese translation issues in English/Chinese bilingual
children’s picture books.

Key words : translation, Chinese translation, bilingual children’s picture books,
English/Chinese bilingual children’s picture books
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